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Pediatric Liver Diseases & Transplantation
A Pediatric Hepatology & Surgery Teaching Event

Location: University Medical Center Groningen (UMCG), The Netherlands
Dates: Wednesday and Thursday, April 1 & 2, 2026
Target audience: Pediatric hepatologists, surgeons, fellows, and related professionals

Day 0 - Tuesday (Pre-event)
19:00-21:00 | Faculty Dinner (optional)

Day 1 - Wednesday, April 1th

08:00-08:30 | Arrival & Registration (Coffee/Tea)
08:30-08:45 | Welcome & Opening Remarks
Board of Directors, UMCG. To be announced

Session 1 - Plenary: Pediatric Hepatology Diseases

Chair: Prof. H.J. Verkade & Dr. R de Kleine

e 08:45-09:00 | Course Introduction & Faculty Presentation
Dr. R.H. de Kleine

e 09:00-09:30 | Cholestatic and Bile Acid Transporter Diseases: Novel Therapies
Prof. H.J. Verkade

e 09:30-10:00 | Machine Perfusion in Pediatric Liver Transplantation
Prof. V.E. de Meijer

e 10:00-10:30 | Hemostasis & Thrombosis in Pediatric Liver Patients: What's the
Evidence?
Prof. J.A. Lisman

10:30-10:45 | Coffee Break & Group Split



Session 2a - Pediatric Hepatology (Parallel Session)

Chair: Dr. E. Loeffen

e 10:45-11:05 | Medical Treatment of BA & CF
Dr. F. Bodewes

e 11:05-11:20 | Medical Treatment of AIH & Juvenile PSC
Dr. P. van Rheenen

e 11:20-11:35 | Malnutrition in Pediatric Liver Disease
TBA

e 11:35-11:50 | When to re-transplant?
Dr. R. Scheenstra

e 11:50-12:15 | Q&A Session

Session 2b - Pediatric Liver Surgery (Parallel Session)

Chair: Dr. H. Hartog & Dr. A. Shahesmaeili

10:45-11:05 | Surgical Treatment of Biliary Atresia
Prof. J.B.F. Hulscher

e 11:05-11:20 | Surgical Treatment of Choledochal Malformation
Dr. R.H. de Kleine

e 11:20-11:35 | Minimally Invasive Ablative Therapy in Children
Dr. S. Ruiter

e 11:35-11:50 | Mesorex bypass surgery for portal vein thrombosis
Dr. M. Meerdink

e 11:50-12:15 | Q&A Session

12:15-13:15 | Group Lunch

Session 3 - Plenary: Liver Cancer & Metabolic Liver Defects

Chair: Dr. M. Meerdink & Dr. R. Scheenstra

e 13:15-13:45 | Pediatric Liver Cancer: Diagnosis, Work-Up, and Medical Treatment
Dr. K. Kraal (Princess Maxima Center, Utrecht)



e 13:45-14:15 | Liver Involvement in Metabolic Diseases
Dr. C. Lubout

e 14:15-14:30 | Pediatric Acute Liver Failure
Dr. W. Lexmond

14:30-15:00 | Coffee Break

15:00-16:30 | /nteractive Case Session —4 Case Presentations & Group Discussions

Four panelists (15 minutes, 5-minute discussion) present their selected cases to the group, and
points are awarded for originality, cooperation, enthusiasm, and relevance.

Chair: Dr. S. Fouraschen & Dr. C. Buis
The winning group/presenter receives a prize on Thursday.

Network & Social Program
e 16:30-17:30 | Hotel Break
e 17:30-19:30 | Group Photo & Guided Tour of Medical Highlights in Groningen

e 19:30-22:00 | Scientific Networking Dinner (City Center)
Restaurant “De Graansilo”, Groningen,

o Short Toast by the Faculty

Day 2 - Thursday, April 2th
08:00-08:30 | Morning Coffee, Recap & Q&A

Session 5 — Complications in Pediatric Liver Transplantation

Chair: Dr. G. Héry & Dr. JM. Bakia

e 08:30-09:00 | Overview of Surgical Complications
Dr. O. Madadi-Sanjani (Hamburg)

e 09:00-09:30 | Vascular Complications: A Stepwise Approach
Dr. H. van der Doef

e 09:30-10:00 | Bicétre Experience in Pediatric Liver Surgery
Dr. G. Héry (Paris)



10:00-10:15 | Coffee Break

Session 6 — European Insights & Collaborative Tools

Chair: Prof. H.J. Verkade & Dr. O. Madadi-Sanjani

e 10:15-10:45 | Registries in Pediatric Liver Disease
Prof. E. Sturm (TUbingen)

e 10:45-11:15 | Growth & Development in Liver disease in Children
Dr. V. Brix-Christensen (Copenhagen)

Debate Session: Living vs Post-Mortem Donation
Chair: Prof. H.J. Verkade & Dr. G. Héry
e 12:00-12:10 | PRO Post-Mortem — Group 1
e 12:10-12:20 | PRO Living Donor — Group 2
e 12:20-12:30 | Panel Moderation & Questions for the debate from the floor — all

e 12:30-13:00 | Q&A Session morning day 2

13:00-13:30 | Lunch

Final Session: — The right graft for the right recipient
Chair: Prof. E. Sturm & Dr. M de Boer

e 13:30-13:50 | (Contra) Indications for Transplantation in Recipients
Dr. E. Loeffen

e 13:50-14:10 | (Contra) Indications for Living Donor Transplantation
Dr. C. Buis

e 14:10-14:30 | Splitting the liver; Allocation, Suitability and Selection, A Practical
Approach
Dr. H. Hartog



Closing
e 14:30-15:00 | Evaluation of the Course

Awards & Prizes

e 15:00-15:15 | Closing Remarks & Certificates
Dr. R.H. de Kleine

e 15:15-16:00 | Farewell Coffee & Informal Networking

Accreditation

The ERN Rare-Liver Academy has been accredited by the EACCME® with 10.5 CME points.

Registration

Apply via the ERN Rare Liver Website, following endorsement by an affiliated or full
member center.

Includes:
e Access to all scientific sessions
e Educational materials
e Certificate of attendance
e CME credits (10.5)
e Coffee breaks & lunches

e Networking dinner (no entertainment)



Faculty Members (Foreign):
1. Dr. Geraldine Héry
o Affiliation: Pediatric Surgeon, Bicetre Hospital, Paris, France
2. Dr. Omid Madadi-Sanjani

o Affiliation: Pediatric Surgeon, University Clinic Hamburg-Eppendorf, Hamburg,
Germany

3. Prof. Dr. Ekkehard Sturm

o Affiliation: Pediatric Hepatologist, University Clinic Tibingen, Tubingen,
Germany

4. Dr. Vibeke Brix-Christensen

o Affiliation: Pediatric Hepatologist, Rigshospitalet Copenhagen, Copenhagen,
Denmark

Faculty Members (Local, the Netherlands):

5. Dr. Ruben de Kleine, organiser

Affiliation: HPB and Liver Transplant Surgeon, University Medical Center Groningen,
The Netherlands

6. Dr. Erik Loeffen, organising committee

o Affiliation: Pediatric Hepatologist, University Medical Center Groningen, The
Netherlands

7. Dr. Willem Lexmond, organising committee

o Affiliation: Pediatric Hepatologist, University Medical Center Groningen, The
Netherlands

8. Dr. Joyce-Magni Bakia, organising committee

o Affiliation: Pediatric Surgeon, University Medical Center Groningen, The
Netherlands

9. Dr. Veerle Brenninkmeijer, organising committee

o Affiliation: Hepato-Gastrologist, University Medical Center Groningen, The
Netherlands

10. Prof. Dr. Vincent de Meijer
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12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

o Affiliation: Head of Liver Transplantation, HPB and Liver Transplant Surgeon,
University Medical Center Groningen, The Netherlands

Prof. Dr. Ton Lisman

o Affiliation: Head of the Surgical Research Laboratory, University Medical Center

Groningen, The Netherlands
Dr. Hermien Hartog

o Affiliation: HPB and Liver Transplant Surgeon, University Medical Center
Groningen, The Netherlands

Dr. Soumi Fouraschen

o Affiliation: HPB and Liver Transplant Surgeon, University Medical Center
Groningen, The Netherlands

Dr. Marieke de Boer

o Affiliation: HPB and Liver Transplant Surgeon, University Medical Center
Groningen, The Netherlands

Prof. Dr. Jan Hulscher

o Affiliation: Head of Pediatric Surgery, Pediatric Surgeon, University Medical
Center Groningen, The Netherlands

Dr. Attekeh Shahesmaeili

o Affiliation: Pediatric Surgeon, University Medical Center Groningen, The
Netherlands

Dr. Carlijn Buis

o Affiliation: HPB and Liver Transplant Surgeon, University Medical Center
Groningen, The Netherlands

Dr. Mark Meerdink

o Affiliation: HPB and Liver Transplant Surgeon, University Medical Center
Groningen, The Netherlands

Dr. Simeon Ruiter

o Affiliation: Technical Physician, University Medical Center Groningen, The
Netherlands

Dr. Kathelijne Kraal

o Affiliation: Pediatrician-Oncologist, Princess Maxima Center for Pediatric
Oncology, Utrecht, The Netherlands



21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

Venues:

Prof. Dr. Henkjan Verkade

o Affiliation: Pediatric Hepatologist, University Medical Center Groningen, The
Netherlands

Dr. Frank Bodewes

o Affiliation: Pediatric Hepatologist, University Medical Center Groningen, The
Netherlands

Dr. Patrick van Rheenen

o Affiliation: Pediatric Hepatologist, University Medical Center Groningen, The
Netherlands

Dr. Hubert van der Doef

o Affiliation: Pediatric Hepatologist, University Medical Center Groningen, The
Netherlands

Dr. Charlotte Lubout

o Affiliation: Pediatrician, Metabolic Diseases, University Medical Center
Groningen, The Netherlands

Dr. Rene Scheenstra

o Affiliation: Head of Pediatric Hepatology, Pediatric Hepatm‘.

. . b
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Event Locations

University Medical Center Groningen (UMCG)
https://www.umcg.nl

Center of Groningen
https://www.visitgroningen.nl/en

Restaurant De Graansilo
Samen proeven, samen genieten - Restaurant Graansilo Eten & Drinken

Hotel Martini Groningen

Martini Hotel - Hotel in het centrum van Groningen

Email: Ernacademy@chir.umcg.nl


https://www.umcg.nl/
https://www.visitgroningen.nl/en
https://restaurantgraansilo.nl/
https://martinihotel.nl/
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